
Identity-Reduction:  The Technical Perspective 
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Art. 4(1) GDPR: 

‘personal data’ means any information relating to an identified or identifiable natural person […] who can be identified, directly or 

indirectly, in particular by reference to a [direct] identifier […] or to one or more factors specific to […] that natural person; 

Art. 4(1) GDPR: 

‘personal data’ means any information relating to an identified or identifiable natural person […] who can be identified, directly or 

indirectly, in particular by reference to an [indirect] identifier […] or to one or more factors specific to […] that natural person; 

An anchor consists of (parts of) an 

indirect identifier and/or factors

specific to that natural person.
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Identity-Reduction:  The Technical Perspective 

Identity-Reduction  (a state transition diagram)
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Aggregation Examples:

• Statistics

• AI Model

• Synthetic Data

aggregation with optional

protection against reconstruction
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Protection Examples:

• eps-Differential Privacy

• rule-based 

disclosure control
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